
Facts about Health Care for Students 

Graduate-Professional  Student Population

• Over 1.78 million students enrolled in graduate certification, master’s 
and doctoral programs in US universities in 2015 [1]. 

• Health Insurance coverage used as recruitment by universities to 
attract students. 

• Unambiguous policies for health insurance benefits and access of 
university-subsidized student health insurance policies needed. 

Individual Coverage

• Between 1 and 3 million individuals  under the age of 26 signed up for 
healthcare coverage under the ACA [2].

• The Under-26 population brings down the health insurance costs for all 
by lowering the median age. Historically, 37% of people in the 19-25 
category were uninsured [2].

• Changing the current provision from age to completion of final degree 
allows for reduction of people 26-34 without health insurance.   

Mental Health Coverage 

• In 2011, UT Austin conducted a survey of 26 universities and found 46% 
of graduate students reported feeling more stress than they could 
handle [3].

• One third of college students have reported difficulty functioning due 
to depression, and more than half have experienced overwhelming 
anxiety in a 12-month period [4]. 

• 48.7% of students have entered counseling for mental health concerns 
[5]. 

• Analysis by Health Care Economics Project states that AHCA will reduce 
state payments 370 billion dollars over the next decade [6].
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47 %  

of graduate students at 
UC Berkeley had reported 

being depressed while 
10% had reported 

contemplating committing 

suicide [7]  

We urge Congress to:
● Protect & Extend the Under-26 provision to allow students 

the possibility of staying  on parents health insurance while 
pursuing their degrees. 

● Support the continuation of support for pre-existing 
conditions, mental health, and to include dependent 
coverage
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